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I am writing to leconlmeEd Bobby Pelz to you for a t€achisg poqitiou. I bave howa Bobby for seven
years, He and I have worked togetlrer - I as founder and Progam Dreator, arld he as an early volufieer
who becane Progmm Coordinator - at Laimch Pad, an all-volunteer noo-profit with the goal of
improving educatioaal outcomes for foster, homeless, and lon -income childretr.

Througi a variety of r"o* experiences at Launch Pad, I. have seen trlaay of Bobby's persoral and
p{ofessional shengths in aclicn. Ea.tly on, whetr we were developing the progr'am oudine and go6ls,
Bobby h(ought valuable insights about educational philosophies and practices to our ptaDdng
discussions, researched solutions fo. practical problems, and was a cofimitted, enlhusiastic, and
supportive teani member.

Dudry a ihnee-year period cf Foviding tee, in-depth, specia.lized instnrctioo lor low-incofie students,
Bobby was aa excelle teacher. He was waro, approachable, cadng, fafu, and consistent. He was readily
able to shift ft@l orc ap,prooch to aoothei, if oec€ssary, to try to fiad ways to com4uaicate corcept! to
students. He guided strrdents lhrough difficult material without over-dir€.ting or preveffi.g them from
having theii osn momeats of discovery and italization. IIe had reatistic expectations high emugh io pull
stude4ts up higher lhatr they thought lhey could go, but without causing utrdu€ shess or frustration. He
cdlaborated with other membcrs of thc t€arn, ask€d for sugtEstions when he n€eded tlrcm, was always
well prepared, atrd commltlricated cl€ady with students, parents, and launch Pad tEam members.

Som€ of I-aunch Pad's studeDts had behavior and/or social interaction difficulties. One particular snrdent,
who was itr the p,rogram dudng the end of his middle school years and the begirming of his high school
years, rclied heavily on Bobby's support as he transitiorcd liom one level of social atrd academic
expectations to another. Bobby's calm, @nsistent, supportive E proach, while Eailtainiog good
bound.ades, made ! s,orld cf differcDce for this studeot.

Irt€r, when t urch Pad began a r€search-based program of giving age-app.opdate bootr to chitdren,
Bobby's skills as PrograD CoordiMaor helped I-aBrch Pad develop ties with tocat agencies and schools
serviag low-iacom€ families. He set up pafine.ships wift sciool libradaDs, which aided our program ;n
deriag school-wide, no-cost, book fairs in high poveity schools,

Over the years Bobb5/ desiFed and creat€d needed commudication tools for Iruncb Pad, including our
wettsite, email newsletter, atrd a lrcdma* that hcreases public arareness of our prograrn.

I sfongly recommed Bobby Pelz to you. Pleale co act De if you would like further infotuation.
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